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UNIT I — HOLIDAYS 



OBJECTIVES 

When you finish this module you will he ahle to: 

1. Explain what people do on: 
a. Halloween. 

h. ' vanksgiving. 

c. ( hristnias. 

d y^^w Years Eve. 

e. Nlemorial Day. 

f. The Fourth of July, 
t^. Liilx)r L .y, 

2. Explain why AMiericans celehrate these holidays. 

3. Explain what to do on personal occasions, such as the birth of a baby, a birth- 
day, a wedding, an anniversaiy, a funeral. 

SITUATION SETTER 

Americans celebrate many special days and holidays. Some of the holidays are 
religious days, such as Christmas. Others are patriotic holidays, such as the 
Fourth of July. Some are days for special traditions. 
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HALLOWEEN 



BACKGROUND 

At the end of* OctolnT, Americans celebrate a day that has special traditions for 
cliiichvn. It's called Halloween, and e\ er\'one has a lot of fun. 

DL\LOG l\ 

It is October 25th, \huniel and his son CJlicpo are talking about Halloween, 
which is on October 3 1st. 

Chepo: Dad, can I ,u;o trick-or-treatinii; on Halloween':" All ni\' friends are ^oin^ 

trick-or-trcating, 
Manueh What's trick-or-treatiau;? 

Chepo: lt\s soniethinu; children do after dark on lialloween. The\' put on cos- 
tumes, so thc\' look like u;hiOsts, witches, or other strangr thin>i;s. 
Manuel: \Miat do the\' do'^ 

Chepo: Thc\' go to people's houses and knock on the door. When someone opens 
the door, thc\* sa\', "Trick-or-treat." The people who open the door usu- 
ally gi\'e them i\. treat, such as caiuK' or cookit'S. 

Manueh \Miat il'the\' doirt give them a treat: 

Chepo: Then the children sometimes play a trick. The\ may put soap on the win- 
dows, oi throw an egg at the house. 
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COMPREHENSION QLESTK 

1. When is Hallowveii? 

2. \\1iat does (Jhepo want to do on He n'r' 

3. What is trick-or-tivatin^'r* 

4. What do the chikhvn wear when they go irick-or-treatinii;? 

5. What do they sometimes do iftliey 0 get a tieat*:^ 

MINI-DIALOG 

It is Halloween. Tliere is a knock on Nhumel's door. 

Children: Triek-or-treat! 
Manuel: Hi! Have some candy. 
Children: Thank you. (T()()dl)ye. 

MICROCON\'ERSATION: Practice this conversation with another student. 
Student A: H ave some candv. 

apples. 

cookies. 

gum. 

Student B: Thank yon. 
DIALOG IB 

Manuel and his friend Pepe are talking about Halloween. 
Manuel: Do we have to work on Halloween? 

Pepe: Yes. It's a holidax', hut we still have to work. Halloween is a dav when 

children have fun. 
Manuel: Why do people celebrate Halloween? 

Pepe: It's ati old tradition in England. On Halloween, people say that the spirits 
of dead people walk around, and it's supposed to be an important day for 
witches. 

Manuel: Do Americans really Ixdieve that dead people* walk around on Hallo- 
ween? 

Pepe: No, thev don't. It's just a tradition. 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. Is Halloween a holiday from work? 

2. Why do pec^ple celebrate Halloween? 

3. ^Vhat is supposed to hijppen on Halloween? Does it really happen? 
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READING 

Americans make jack-o'-lanteni.s on HallowecMi. Jack-o'-lantcrns arc lights made 
from pumpkins. Pcopk* put them in a window, or outside their houses. Here* is 
how you make a jack-o'-lantern: 

To make a jack-o'-lantern \'ou will need a pumpkin, a sharp knife, a spoon, and a 
candle. ^ 

I. Buy a pumpkin. 




2. Cut around the top of the pumpkin with a shaip knife. 




t 

) 



3. Take off the top. Scoop out the inside of the pumpkin with a spoon. 




4. Draw a face on the pumpkin. Most people use triangles.^Cut out the triangles 
with a knife. 




5. Put the candle inside, the pumpkin. At nigirt, light the candle. Put it in a win- 
dow. 
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POINT FOR DISCUSSION 

Do you have a day like Halloween in your country? 

ROLE PLAY 

Have a Halloween party. Make a jack-o*-lantern, and wear a mask or costume. 
Happy Halloween! 



THANKSGIVING 
BACKGROUND 

In November, Americans celebrate Thanksgiving. It is a day that families cele- 
brate together. Americans usually eat a big dinner on Thanksgiving. 
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DIALOG 2A 

Today is NoxcmhIkm 2()th. Manuel and Beatriz have recriwd an invitation to ^o 
to Alicia's house on Thanks^ix in^ Day. 

Beatriz: We're invited to ^o to Alicia's house on Thanksgi\'i(io; Day. She's ti;ointi; to 

cook a traditional Thanksgiving dinner. 
Mamieh \\1ien is Thanksgix ing? 
Beatriz: This \'ear it's Noxeniher 24th. 
Xramiel: Isn't Thanksgiving always the 24th of Xoveinher':^ 

Beatriz: No, it isn't. It's always the fourth Thursda\- in November, hut the date is 
diflerent eacli year. 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. Whe n are Manuel and Beatriz going to Alicia s house*? 

2. What is Alicia going to do':^ 

3. When is Thanksgi\'ing? 

4. Is Thanksgiving on the same date eveiy \'ear? 




DIALOG 2B 

Manuel and Beatri/ aiv at Alicia's house. It is Thaiiksi^iN inir i)a\\ 
Manuel: Why do Auicric.uis cclehrate Thauksijivinu;*:' 

Alicia: Its a da\' to sa\' 'Thank yon" for a ^^ood war, and for a ijood liarwst. 

Manuel: When was ThankAiji\*inu first celehrated? 

Alicia: The first Thanksiji\'in^^ Di»y was in Deeemher 1621. 

Manuel: Why did they celebrate*:^ 

Alicia: The first white people that came to this country came from En^dand. They 
were called Pili!;rinis. The\' had a \'er\' liard \ear. and the\ wanted to 
celebrate livin^^ thron^uh that \ear. The Fili^rims also wanted to say "Thank 
you* because the seeds that tlie\' had planted had i!;ro\\n. and now the\- 
had enough food, 

Manuel: \\ hat did they eat':" 

Alicia: They ate fruit, \e^^etal)les. turke\, and pumpkin pies. 

Manuel: (Jli. is that why Americans eat turkev and pumpkin pic on Tlianks.<M\inn 
i)ay? 

.AJicia: Yes, turkey and pumpkin pie are part of the traditional Thanksgivinir din- 



ner. 



COMPREHENSION QI ESTIONS 

1. Wiiy do Americans celebrate Thanksi!;i\in^? 

2. \\1ien >vas the first Thanks^i\'in^^ Da\ 

3. Wiiy did the\' celebrate the first Thanksgiving? 

4. What did they eat? 

5. What foods are paii of a traditional Thanksgiving dinner':^ 



POINTS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Do yo\i have a hohda\ like Thanksgiving? 

2. Do you have a wa\- of saying, 'lliank you for a good har\'est/* in your eountr) '.-^ 

3. Do you think that it is a good idea to liave a holiday like Thanksgiving':' 
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READING 

Americans make pumpkin pie for Thanksgiving dinner. Here is how to make a 
pumpkin pie. 



1 Q-inch pie crust (you can make it. but it is easier to buy one in the grocei-y 
store) 

1 % cups of canned pumpkin 

1 1/3 cups of sweetened condensed milk 

1 egg 

teaspoon (tsp.) salt 

tsp. cinnamon 
14 tsp. nutmeg 
14 tsp. ginger 
1 cup of hot water 

1. Heat your oven to 375 degrees 

2. Beat all the ingredients together 

3. Pour into the pie crust 

4. Bake 50 to 55 minutes 



ROLE PLAY 

Its Thanksgiving, Have a party. Eat some pumpkin pie, and sing some songs. 
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CHRISTMAS 



BACKGROUND 

The ''holiday season^* begins with Thanksgiving, and lasts until New Year's Dav. 
It is a happy time, and a busy time. Americans buy Christmas gifts, go to parties 
and decorate their homes for the holiday season. 
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DIALOG 3A 

It is December 3rcl. Beatriz and her friend Alicia are shopping. 
Beatriz: There are so many people shopping! Are they all shopping for Christmas? 
Alicia: Yes, they are. This is one of the busiest times of the year for the stores. 

Everyone is shopping for Christmas gifts. 
Beatriz: Americans must give many gifts for Christmas. 

Alicia; Yes, they do. They usually give gifts to everyone in their family, and 

sometimes to their friends. 
Beatriz: What are these boxes of cards? 

Alicia: The.se are Chri.stmas cards. People send them to people they know, and 
especially to their friends and family who live far away. It's a way of saying 
"Merry Christmas. " 



ERIC 



[9] 



COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. W hat arc Boatri/ and Alicia doing? 

2. Why are so many people shopping? 

3. Who do Americans give Christmas gifts to? 

4. What are Christmas cards for?* 

5. To whom do people send Christmas cards? 

POINTS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Do \ ()n celebrate Christmas in your countrv ? How? 

2. Do \'ou %\\c Christmas gifts in your coimtiy? 

3. I^o yon have any other hohday when you give gifts? 

4. Do you think it is hard to shop at Christmas tiine? Why? 

5. Do \()u send Christmas cards in your countrv? 




DIALOG 3B 

Beatri/ is going to a Christmas party. She has to bring a grab-hag gift, but she 
doesn't know what it is. 

Beatriz: What's a grab-hag gift? 

Alicia: You have to buy a small gift that would be good for anyone who chooses it, 

and hring it to the paity. 
Beatriz: May I give it to anyone that I want to? 

Ahcia: Usually all the gifts are put in a ba^r.. Each person takes a gift from the 
bag. 

Beatriz: It sound like fun! 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

L Where is Beatriz going? 

2, What does she have to hring? 

3. What is a grab-hag gift? 

MICROCONVERSATION: Practice this conversation with another student. 
Student A: Voir re invited to a partv on December 10th. 
Student B: Thank yon. Should I bring something? 
Student A: Bring a grab-bag gift. 

gift for a woman. 

gift for a man. 




DIALOG 3C 

Manuel and Pepe are talking about Christmas trees, 
Manuel: Why are all -hese trees for sale? 

Pepe: They^*e Chn'.tmas trees. People put them in their bouses and decorate^ 

them. Then they put the Christmas gifts under the tree, before Christmas, 
Manuel: What do they use to decorate the tree? 

Pepe: They put colored lights on the tree, and colored balls. They usually put 
tinsel or "icicles" on it also. There are many other things that can be put on 
the tree. 

\?anuel: Why are Christmas trees u.sed at Christmas time? 

Pepe: No one I'nows for sure. It is a very old tradition that conies from Europe, 
There are different stories abo:*t why they are used. 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. Where do people put the Christmas gifts? 

2. What do they put on the Christmas tree? 

3. Why are Christmas trees used? 

POINTS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Do you have Christmas trees in your country? 

2. Do you have a traditioil like the Christmas tree? 

3. Have you ever decorated a Christmas tree? 

4. What kinds of decorations did you use? 

MICROCONVERSATION: Practice this conversation with another student. 

Student I'm going to decorate my house for Christmas. 
Student B: Oh? What are you going to do? 
Student A: Tm going to decorate my Christmas tree. 

put a wreath on my front door. 

put lights on the tree in front of my house. 
V"\ put Christmas lights in my window. 




POINTS FOR DISCUSSION 

Its Christinas time. Have you decorated your house? Tell about tlie decorations 
you used. 



DIALOG 3D 

Chepo and his father are talking al)out Santa Claus. 

Chepo: Dad, I want Santa Claus to bring ine a bicycle, a train, and a baseball for 

Christmas. 
Manueh Who's Santa Claus? 

Chepo: On Christmas Eve he goes around the world and brings tlie children wluit 

they want for Christmas. He fills their stockings with candy and toys. 
Manueh How does he know what they want? 

Chepo: They write him a letter, or talk to him at a department store. 

Manuel: Oh, is he that fat old man with the white beard who wears a red suit? 

Chepo: Yes, that's him. 

Manuel: Does he bring everyone toys? 

Chepo: He just brings toys to the children who ha\'e been good. 
Manuel: Where do you put your stocking? 

Chepo: ril put it near the fireplace. Santa Claus comes down the chimney. 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. What does Chepo want Santa Claus to bring him for Christmas? 

2. When does Santa Claus come? 

3. How does Santa Claus know what the children want? 

4. Whiit does he look like? 

5. Where does he put the candy and toys? 



POINTS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Do you have a tradition like Santa Claus in your countiy? 

2. Are there any special Christmas traditions for children in your eountiy? 

3. Do you think that there really is a Santa Claus? 
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DIALOG 3E 

Beatriz wants to know what happens on Christinas Day. 
Beatriz: Vs'hat do people do on Christj;ias Dav? 

Alicia: The ehildren get up veiy earl\' to see what Santa Clans brought them. Loi- 
ter, ever\'one sits near the Christmas tree, 
Beatriz: What happens then? 

Alicia: They open the gifts that are under ilie tree. Sometimes they sing Christ- 
mas songs. 

Beatriz: Christmas is a religious da\'. Do people^ go to ehureh? 
Alicia: Yes. some people do. The\' ean go to ehureh on Christmas Eve, or on 
Christmas Daw 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

L Why do children u;et up earh" on (Christmas? 

2. When do people open their Christmas gifts? 

3. When do people go to ehurch? 



K)INTS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. What do \'ou do on Christmas Da\ in yowv countr\'? 

2. Do you think that many of" the things that Americans do on CMiristmas are re- 
ligious? 



MICROCON \ ERSATION: Practice this c()n\ ersation with another student. 
Student A: Tomorrow is Christmas. Meriy Clhristmas! 

Happ\' Iloli(Ia\'s! 

Season's Cireetings! 

Student B: Thank yon, and a Meriy Christmas to you! 

ha\'c a Merry C^hristmas and a Happ\' New Year! 



ROLE PLAY 

Have a Christmas partw Decorate ;i Christmas tree, and sing some Christmas 
songs. 
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DIALOG 4 

New Year's Eve (December 31st) is celebrated by most Americans. Manuel and 
Beatriz are invited to Alicia's New Year's party. 

Beatrix: W'hat kind of party is a New Year's party? Maria says she's invited many 
people. 

Manuel: It'll probably be a noisy part\', and people will drink a lot of wine and 
other drinks. It's time to forget the old year and celf^brate the beginning 
of a new year. Peoi^>le like to be with their friends on New^ Year's Eve. 

Beatriz: Will it last ver\' late? 

Manuel: Oh, yes. Midnight is the best part of the party. Everyone gets a 
noiseniaker. and makes noise with it. We'll probably sing ''Auld Lang 
Syne. " 

Beatriz: What'.s ''Auld Liing Syne"? 

Manuel: It's a song that's usually sung at midnight on New Year's Eve. It's about 
remembering old friends. 

[16] 
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

L Where are Manuel and Beatriz going? 

2. What is a New Year\s party Hke? 

3. What happens at midnight? 

4. What is ^ Auld L<ing Syne"? 

POINTS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. How do you celebrate the new year in your counts ? 

2. Do you celebrate the new year on the first of Januan ? 

3. How long does your celebration last? 

4. What is your '\New Year s" called? 



MICROCONVERSATION: Practice this conversation with another student. 

Student A; What are you doing on New Year's Eve? 
Student B: Tm going to a pa*i:y. 

having a party at our house. 

going to the Golden Flame Restaurant. 

going to watch television. 

going to Times Square, in New York City. 

PATRIOTIC HOLIDAYS 
BACKGROUND 

Memorial Day, a patriotic holiday, is celebrated in May. The biggest patriotic 
holiday is the Fourth of July, which is America's birthday. The summer season 
ends with Labor Day, in the beginning of September. 
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DIALOG 5A 

Americans celebrate many patriotic holidays. One of these is Memorial Day. 
Manuel and Pepe are talking about Memorial Day. 

Manuel: We don't have to go to work on Monday. It's a holiday. What are we 
celebrating? 

Pepe: Memorial Day is a day for Americans to remember servicemen and women 

who died in wars. 
Manuel: When did Americans first celebrate Memorial Day? 

Pepe: The first Memorial Day was in 1866. Memorial Day began in Waterloo, 
New York. 

Manuel: Is Memorial Day always the last Monday in May? 
Pepe: Yes, it is. 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. When is Memorial Day? 

2. Why is there a Memorial Day? 

3. When was the first Memorial Day? 

POINT FOR DISCUSSION 

\ Do you have a day like Memorial Day in your country? 
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DIALOG 5B 

Manuel: What do AnuM-icans do on Moinoria! L^av? 

Pepe: TIumv are parades, and sometimes tlicM'e are speeclies. Many people^ deco- 
rate the graves of dead members of tlieir famihes. 
Manuel: Do people also have fun on Meriiorial Day? 

Pepe: Yes, they do. Memorial Day means the beginning of summer to many 
people. If the weather is good, they hav(» picnics. 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. What do .Americans do on Memorial Day? 

2. What does Memorial Day mean to many people*? 



READING: THE FOURTH OF JULY 

The Fourth of July is the biggest patriotic holiday. It celebrates the l^irthday of 
the United States. On July 4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was signed. 
It said tiiat .\mericans did not want to belong to England. 

DL\LOG 6 

Beatriz and Alicia are talking about the F^ouith of Julv. 

Beatriz: WMiat do Americans do to celebrate the Fourth of Julv? 

Alicia: Most people don't work on the Fourth of July. There are parades. You can 

hear firecrackers, and at night there are fireworks. 
Beatriz: Can we buy some firecrackers? 

Alicia: No, we can't. They are dangerous, so they are not sold in stores in New 

York State. 
Beatriz: Where can we see fireworks? 

Alicia: Let s look in tlie newspaper and find out where there will l>e lirt^works. 
There are always places on the Fourth of July where you can go to see 
•^>^« special fireworks displays. 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. What is the Fourth of July':^ 

2. What happened on July 4, 1776? 

3. How do Americans celebrate the Fourth of July? 

4. Why can't you buy firecrackers? 

POINTS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Do you have a holiday like the Fourth of July in your eountr) ':' Tell .ihout it. 

2. Wliy are fireworks dangerous? 
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MICROC:ON\ ERSATION: Practice this conversation with another student. 

Student A: What arc i^oinu to do on the Fourth oi (uK '.'' 
Student B: 1 don t ha\ c to work, so I ni i^oin^ on a picnic. 

1 ni i^oinu to watch a pai'adc. 

I'm uoint^ to sec the fireworks. 

1 i]i u.)ni<j; to h'sten to a speech. 
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It s ScptriiilxT Ist. Pcpr and Maimcl arc talkiiiu about (he liolidax on Moiuhn. 

aiuid: \\ hat s liolidax on Moiuhu r* 
Pepe: Tlir lirst .\h)iula\ in ScphMulnM- is Labor l)a\ . 
.Manuel: \\ hat s Lahor l)a\ 

Pepe: Ainrricans Ix^hc^c^ tliat it's important to work hard. Lahor ')a\"s a (la\ to 

honor all iKN)pl(* who work, 
Manuel: Is that all l.ahor l)a\ nuMMs;-" 

Pepe: its als(. tho hist colohration of the snnunor. it's tho ond of \ acation. and 

school will start soon. 
Manuel: W hat do pcopir do on Lahor IXw:" 

Pepe: Hocausc l^d)()r l)a\ is on Monda\\ most p(u)p|o lia\o throe (la\ s ofxacation. 
Tho\ olt(Mi MO on a trip. Thoy ma> also i^o on a pionir on Labor l)a\ . 

COMPRKIIENSION Ql KSTIONS 

1. What holi(!a\ is the first .\l()nda\ in September 

2. W hat is Labor Da;/."^ 

3. What (dse does Labor l)a\ mean".'' 

4. Wi.at (1(^ people do on Labor l)a\ ."^ 

1X)IMS FOR DISCI SSION 

L !)•) \ ()n ha\ (- a (la\ like Labor l)a\ in \ oni" eonnt r\ When is it .'' 
2, Wlitit do yon do on that da\ 

on 
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